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2024 Ohio Junior Composer’s Contest Winners

JR. CLASS I – AGES 9 AND UNDER

1st Place in Class Ellie Fei, “Marching”

Regional Winner District 3G, Teacher: Susan Carlock

2nd Place in Class Walter Houston, “Merry Christmas to You All”

District 3, Teacher: Aaron Mood

3rd Place in Class Liam Shams, “Marching Band”

District 2, Teacher: Olga Boronilo

JR. CLASS II – AGES 10-12

1st Place in Class Henderson Huckleberry, “Aftershadow”

District 1C, Teacher: Mayumi Kikuchi

2nd Place in Class Kalkin Ban, “Power in Numbers”

Regional Winner District 3A, Teacher: Takako Frautschi

National Incentive Recipient

3rd Place in Class Ezra Bradley, “The Lost City”

District 4, Teacher: Denise K. Eikum



2024 Ohio Junior Composer’s Contest Winners

JR. CLASS III – AGES 13-15

1st Place in Class Chris Tobey, “Sculptures of Life”

Overall State Winner (1st) District 3A , Teacher: James Loughery

Regional Winner

National Incentive Recipient

2nd Place in Class Sophia Suwiryo, “Eternal Echoes”

Overall State Winner (3rd) District 3A , Teacher: Takako Frautschi

Regional Winner

National Honorable Mention

3rd Place in Class Evan Dan, “Nocturne of the Mountain Stream”

District 1, Teacher: Karen Griebling

JR. CLASS IV – AGES 16-18

1st Place in Class Robert Einhorn, “Rhapsody for Violin, Cello, and Piano”  
Overall State Winner (2nd) District 3G, Teacher: Susan Carlock

2nd Place in Class Noah Mitchell, “To the Infinity!”

District 2, Teacher: Andrea Keil

3rd Place in Class Serena Guo, “Dreaming of the Moon”

District 1C, Teacher: Mayumi Kikuchi
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Merry Christmas To You All
Walter Houston, 7Walter Houston

Mer ry Christ mas to you all! Mer ry Christ mas to you all!- - - - - - - - - -

Snow flakes!-
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Mist le toe, mist le toe, Mer ry Christ mas to you all!- - - - - - - - - - - -

Snow flakes!-



The marching band 
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The marching band 2 Liam Dorian Shams
May.02.2016
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Power in Numbers
for String Quartet

Kalkin Ban
Age 10, Junior Class II
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Ezra	Bradley,	Age	10,	JR	2for	piano	solo
The	Lost	City
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The	Lost	City	-	Ezra	Bradley,	Age	12,	JR	2
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The	Lost	City	-	Ezra	Bradley,	Age	12,	JR	2
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The	Lost	City	-	Ezra	Bradley,	Age	12,	JR	2
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Sculptures	of	Life
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Serena	Guo

Dreaming	of	the	Moon,	Serena	Guo,	18,	IV

Dreaming	of	the	Moon

25

19

13

7

Vc.

Vc.

Vc.
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light	and	airy

Dreaming	of	the	Moon,	Serena	Guo,	18.	IV
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nostalgic
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fervente

hopeful

freely
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Dreaming	of	the	Moon,	Serena	Guo,	18.	IV
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poco	dim.

Dreaming	of	the	Moon,	Serena	Guo,	18,	IV
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2025 RULES & OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

For the 2025 Official Rules and Application Form, please visit:
https://www.nfmc-music.org/competitionscategory/junior-composers-awards or contact Stephanie
Webster-Cheng (stephanie.webstercheng@gmail.com), OFMC Junior Composer’s Contest Chair.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to our 2024 Ohio Junior Composer’s Contest Judges!

Jennifer Conner: Cleveland Institute of Music and Baldwin Wallace University, Composition and
Theory Faculty, Preparatory and Music Theory, Sato Center for Suzuki Studies. Dr. Jennifer Conner
has been an active teacher and composer in the Cleveland area for several decades. Her work spans
multiple genres: orchestral, choral and chamber works both secular and sacred, including a large
body of works written specifically for young performers. Her orchestra pieces have been performed by
The Cleveland Orchestra and the Oregon, Akron, Canton and Grand Rapids symphonies. A
passionate pedagogue, Conner is author of the theory curriculum for the young, Foundations in
Music, published by Imaginings Publishing which is used by teachers and institutions both in
Cleveland and beyond. Discography: Quiet Promise—Quire Cleveland: Carols for Quire from the Old
& New Worlds 2; Teller of Tales—Pro Organa (CD7196): Organa Americana (organ music by Tom
Trenney); Teller of Tales—Capstone Records: Telling Tales, music from the Cleveland Composer’s
Guild; My Peace—American Music from the Church of the Covenant. Performances and
commissions: Quire Cleveland: Quiet Promise; Cleveland Orchestra/Grand Rapids
Symphony/Oregon Symphony Orchestra: Winter Hours Yesteryear; Akron and Canton Symphonies:
Children’s Song; CWRU Concert Choir: Welcome Cool Summer Night; American Guild of Organists
Cleveland Chapter: Late Have I Loved Thee.

Moira Levant is a composer, teacher and Irish fiddler. She holds degrees in Music History, BA from
Wright State University; Ethnomusicology, MA University of Limerick, Limerick Ireland; and
Composition, MM from Carnegie Mellon. She is a founding member of COCOA music, a group of
Ohio musicians who seek to promote the creation of new music outside the realm of competitions.
Moira teaches violin in her own studio as well as the Oxford Music Academy. She is also an adjunct
professor at Central State where she teaches violin, ethnomusicology and string methods. She is a
member of ASCAP as well as the Dayton Music Club.

Jim McCutcheon: 2017 recipient of the Ohio Governor's Award for the Arts in Arts Education, Jim
McCutcheon has been a lifelong musician. He has received first place in the OFMC Adult Composers
Contest twice, and chairs the NFMC Student-Collegiate Composition Contest. He is also the guitar
adviser to the NFMC Festivals Bulletin and has adjudicated the NFMC Student Auditions. He is
Lecturer in Guitar at the University of Dayton and also serves on the faculties of Wright State
University and Miami University, and owns a music store and teaching facility in Dayton, McCutcheon
Music, with his wife, Debbie.




